
educational events, industry promo-
tion—not only benefit FPA members,
but the entire flexible packaging
industry. 

George discussed the completion of
the first phase of FPA’s sustainability
initiative and detailed the FPA’s next
steps in the sustainability discussion.
He also reviewed the many benefits
of FPA membership including the
Student Initiatives Program, the FPA
website, the Flexible Packaging
Achievement Awards Program,
Regulatory and Government Affairs,
Industry Information and
Benchmarking Reports.

Preview of the 2009 FPA
State of the Industry
Report

James Love, III, FPA chairperson
and vice president of International
Business for Printpack Inc., shared
with meeting attendees preliminary
results of the 2009 State of the
Industry Report. 

In his address, James reported that
the flexible packaging industry is the
second largest segment, representing
18% of the U.S. packaging industry, 
surpassing rigid and miscellaneous
plastic for the first time. FPA’s State of
the Industry Report focuses on the
“value-added” flexible packaging seg-
ment, which is valued at $20 billion
and accounts for 77% of the total
flexible packaging industry. 

During his overview of the indus-
try, James commented that general
growth of the industry is doing well,
with a compounded annual growth
rate of 3.4% over the last decade.
Sixty-seven percent of preliminary

survey respondents, representing
about 30% of the industry, 
experienced higher revenue in 2008
versus 2007. James also discussed flexi-
ble packaging expenses (2002 versus
2008), printing preferences for convert-
ers, flexible packaging end-uses, major
industry challenges and opportunities,
flexible packaging imports and exports,
mergers and acquisitions (M&A) activi-
ty, future industry performance and
FPA’s initiatives for 2009.

Update on the European
Flexible Packaging Market 

Stephan Glimm, executive director of
Flexible Packaging Europe, provided an
update on the European flexible pack-
aging market. During his presentation,
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Recently, the Flexible Packaging
Association held its 59th Annual
Meeting: Navigating in Times of

Change. The meeting provided FPA
members and guests with education ses-
sions specific to the flexible packaging
industry and great networking opportu-
nities. Electronic copies of the Annual
Meeting presentations can be down-
loaded from the Members Only section
of the FPA website at www.flexpack.org. 

FPA Benefits the Industry
George Thibeault, Jr., immediate

past chairperson and president of
Constantia Hueck Foils LLC, thanked
the FPA board of directors and mem-
bers for their hard work, time and
support. He noted that FPA remains a
strong association and will continue
to excel under the leadership of James
Love, III, FPA chairperson and vice
president of International Business
for Printpack Inc.   

George provided an overview of the
association’s achievements and
accomplishments for 2008. He
emphasized that FPA activities and
programs—such as proactive govern-
ment relations, valuable information
and data, rewarding networking and

FPA’S 2009 ANNUAL MEETING: 
NAVIGATING IN TIMES
OF CHANGE

George Thibeault, Jr.

James Love, III

Stephan Glimm



potentially new labor law. Thomas
shared how FPA members can prepare
their companies for the EFCA and
issues they should consider. He also
advised meeting attendees of the
“practical effects” the EFCA may have
on employers, collective bargaining,
organizing tactics, card signing and
freedom of speech. 

Achieving a Competitive
Advantage Through
Branding

Alan Isacson, president and founder
of ABI Marketing Public Relations,
shared his insight for growing sales in
tough times through strategic brand-
ing. He discussed how flexible packag-
ing companies can help give their 
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he reviewed key European flexible
packaging market trends for 2007,
including sales, converted material
demand and market production.
Stephan also discussed key food-con-
tact legislation that is impacting the
European market, as well as FPE’s sus-
tainability initiatives, including key
messages, life cycle analysis, food waste
and spoilage, information dissemina-
tion and capacity building. 

The Employee Free 
Choice Act

Thomas Smith, a partner in the
Boston and Miami offices of Jackson
Lewis LLP, discussed with Annual
Meeting attendees the Employee Free
Choice Act (EFCA) and provided an
overview of what flexible packaging
companies need to know about this
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Thomas Smith

Alan Isacson



customers a competitive advantage and
detailed his 10 step process for obtain-
ing an edge within consumer markets.

Update on Flexible
Packaging Materials

Nick Vafiadis, business director of
the polyolefin division of Chemical
Market Associates Inc. (CMAI) provid-

ed FPA Annual Meeting attendees
with an update on flexible packaging
materials. Nick’s presentation was a
follow up to his 2008 FPA Fall
Executive Conference presentation on
flexible packaging materials cost and
availability. During the 2009 FPA
Annual Meeting, Nick discussed the
impact of current economic condi-
tions on the flexible packaging indus-
try. He also provided an overview of
ethylene, polyethylene and
polypropylene, detailed key drivers
and trends affecting flexible packag-
ing materials, and shared future
expectations.  

Competing in a
Chaotic Economy

Todd Buchholz, global economist
and market expert, discussed how the

flexible packaging industry can find
prosperity in a chaotic economy. Todd
provided meeting attendees with a
“macro view of the economy” and
examined what he called the “era of
hyper-competition.” He also discussed
the current status of the housing mar-
ket, solutions for economic challenges
and leading indicators to watch. 
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Treasurer—Michael Impastato, 

Flint Group

Executive Committee Members 
At Large:
William Burke, Nordenia USA

Hans Deamer, Windmoeller &
Hoelscher Corp.

Jim Mize, Sealed Air Corp. 

Michael Schmitt, Alcan Packaging

President (non-voting member):
Marla Donahue, 
Flexible Packaging Association

Directors: 
Peter Brues, Amcor Flexibles Inc.

Thomas Bryce, Bryce Corp.

Jeff Dowd, Belmark Inc.

Pedro Fernandez, DuPont Co.

John Hotz, NOVA Chemicals Inc.

Alain Jendly, Bobst Group
North America

Jeffrey Lammers, Bemis Co. Inc.

Larry Lanham, Polymer Packaging Inc.

Bob Larson, Reynolds
Packaging Group

Brian Leen, Sun Chemical Corp.

Jon McClure, ISO Poly Films Inc.

Gary McDaniel, Exopack LLC

Paul Nietvelt, The Dow Chemical Co.

John Norder, Rohm and
Haas Chemicals LLC

David Price, ExxonMobil Chemical Co.

Irv Robinson, Robbie
Manufacturing Inc.

Madeleine Robinson,
LPS Industries LLC

Peter Schottland,
American Packaging Corp.

Ken Swanson, Pliant Corp.

Rob Tiede, Sonoco Flexible Packaging

Mark Your Calendars!
FPA meetings offer the great network-

ing opportunities while providing
insight into issues and trends effecting
the flexible packaging industry. Be sure
to mark your calendar for these upcom-
ing FPA events.   

FPA’s 2009 Fall Executive
Conference
Sept. 24, 2009
The Ritz-Carlton, Chicago
Chicago, Ill.

FPA’s 2010 Achievement Awards
Entry Deadline: Nov. 30, 2009
FPA Headquarters
Linthicum, Md.

FPA’s 2010 Environmental Summit
and Safety Conference
Feb. 10–12, 2010
TradeWinds Resort
St. Petersburg Beach, Fla.

FPA’s 2010 Annual Meeting
March 10–12, 2010
Waldorf-Astoria Bonnet Creek
Orlando, Fla. ■
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FPA Welcomes 
New Members

FPA is pleased to welcome the follow-
ing companies as members of the
Flexible Packaging Association:

• Industry Intelligence Inc., a trade
press member, is an information and
technology company that delivers real-
time market intelligence to clients
worldwide, serving the pulp, paper,
packaging and plastics market segments.
Industry Intelligence’s FPA official repre-
sentative is Ola Jane Gow, publisher,
and the FPA alternate representative is
Yee Wah Chow, strategy officer. 

• P&O Packaging LLC, an associate
member, is a provider of flexible pack-
aging films and solutions, valued by its
customers for responsiveness, innova-
tion, quality and reliability. P&O
Packaging’s FPA official representative is
Dale Brockman, president, and the FPA
alternate representative is Doug Hayes,
sales manager. 

2009 FPA Board of
Directors Announced

The Flexible Packaging Association is
pleased to announce its 2009 Board of
Directors. In accordance with FPA
bylaws, the executive vice chairperson
of the previous year succeeds the chair-
person at the end of the chairperson’s
term. Directors are elected by FPA vot-
ing members through mail ballot. They
are elected for a term of one year and
assume their directorship at the FPA
Annual Meeting.

Officers and Executive Committee:
Chairman of the Board—

James E. Love, III, Printpack Inc.

Immediate Past Chairman—George

Thibeault, Constantia Hueck Foils LLC

Executive Vice Chairman (chairman-

elect)—John Baumann,

Ampac Packaging LLC 

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES UPDATE




