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PLASTIC BAG MAKERS RESPOND TO  
“PLASTIC BAG REDUCTION ACT OF 2009” 

 
ARLINGTON, VA (April 22, 2009) – Today, Congressman Jim Moran introduced the “Plastic 
Bag Reduction Act of 2009, a bill that would impose a five-cent tax on paper and plastic 
carryout bags from grocery and retail stores beginning January 1, 2010. On January 1, 2015, 
the tax would increase to 25 cents per bag.   The Progressive Bag Affiliates of the American 
Chemistry Council, which opposes this measure, issued the following statement: 
 
“Plastic bag makers share Congressman Moran’s desire to protect our oceans and waterways for 
future generations, but we agree with the vast majority of states and cities that have considered 
plastic bag policies and concluded that efforts to increase recycling make the most sense for the 
environment and the economy.” 
 
“Plastic bags require 70 percent less energy, generate 50 percent less greenhouse gas emissions, 
create 80 percent less waste than paper alternatives – and they’re fully recyclable. Earlier this 
week, America’s leading plastic bag makers made an unprecedented commitment to increase the 
recycling of plastic bags – thus, making a product with an already strong environmental profile 
even better.” 
 
“Through the Full Circle Recycling Initiative, individual plastic bag makers have set a goal of 40 
percent recycled content in all plastic bags by 2015, including at least 25 percent postconsumer 
material. The move is expected to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 463 million pounds, 
conserve enough energy (mainly natural gas) to heat 200,000 homes, and reduce waste by 300 
million pounds per year.” 
 
Plastic bags are valuable materials that should be given a second life. They do not belong in our 
oceans – they belong in the recycling bin.   In 2007, more than 830 million pounds of plastic 
bags and wraps were recycled in the United States, a 27 percent increase from 2005.”  
 
“Plastic bag makers agree with the majority of scientists and other experts who agree that the 
best way to keep plastics out of the marine environment is to work together to increase 
awareness, encourage recycling and prevent litter.” 
 
About the Progressive Bag Affiliates 
The Progressive Bag Affiliates of the American Chemistry Council promote the responsible use 
and recycling of plastic bags. The PBA recycling toolkit is being used by retailers around the 
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nation as a reference for determining the best ways to deploy effective recycling solutions in 
stores. For more information, please visit www.plasticbagrecycling.org. 
 

# # # 
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members 
apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC 
is committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care

®
, common sense advocacy 

designed to address major public policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of 
chemistry is a $664 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is one of the nation’s largest exporters, 
accounting for ten cents out of every dollar in U.S. exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research 
and development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their 
efforts, working closely with government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical 
infrastructure.  
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