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Helping Manufacturers unﬂﬂrﬂlﬂﬁ“ Huw To Comply With
Environmental Regulations s By Glynn Rountree

reason, manufacturers of flexible
packaging are now subject 1o & rule
govarning air pollulants hal may be
fal regulations, has emilied from thair opamations

a challenge for On Seplembar 13, 2000, tha U5
inemacliihile early __Enwironmaental Proleclion Agency
nig! laws addressed the (EPA} proposed a rule in the
Federal Registar dasignaled tha
"Papar & Other Wab Coallng
Mational Emissions Standards 1or
Hazardous Air Pollutants.” Dave-
lope der the authority of tha

esping abreast of regu-
latary change, especially
respect o environ-

1850 Clean Air Acl, the pmposed
rube will “limit hazardous air poliu-
jaml (HAF) amissions from tacilibes
it coal papsr and other web sub-
girales and afE ma|ar sources ol
HAF gmimsions.” HAF amissions ars
alr-barne |oxic compolnds suspac-
ad of causing cancer or other seri-
ois haalth or environmental prob-
njod soairces ame defined in
Ir Act ps facilllas thal
tal to amil 10 or
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more fons per year of a sngle HAP
of 25 of mora tons per year of a
comibsination of HAPs. The EPA ast-
mates hal. ance the rula s imple-
menled, B0 percant of HAP amis-
slons (based on 1996 estimales)
will ba aliminated from the coverad
facilifias nationwide. amownting fo a
estimated total of approximately
32,000 s par wear

Affected organizations, ncluding
the Flexible Packaging Association
(FPa), have reviewed the proposed
rule, developad comments on how
to improve the rule and delivered
those commeants lo EPA by the
deadline datle of Noavember 13,
2000. EPA will now consider all
commeants received on the ruls, per-
haps seek clarification or data relsl-
ad io some of the commenta, deval-
op responses 1o each of the com-
ments received, and issue & final
rube by August of 2001

In addition o the reguialony etforl
discussed above, another related
effort underway betwesn EPA and
industry organizatons s the devel-
opmeni of malerials fo asaist com-
panies in the implemendation ol tha
Paper & Other Web Coating Rile In
alher words, EFA and printing &aso-
ciations heve eslablished an infor-
mal, voluntary partnerahip o help
produce a variely of documents ha
will aasist companies coverad by
i rule o belter wndersiand whal
fheir obligations are wnder the ruls
and whal oplions they have 1o mesi
those obligations. The documanis o
be developed may include a rula
overylaw, compliance lmaelines,
compliance oplions lloweharts, & list
ol frequently asked quesions and
RNEWErS, sxamples ol rocordkeep.
ing and reporing lotms, inspeacion
chachkiisis, and offwsr ibems hal may
b desmed halplul. The documenls
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will ke in “plain-tanguage” 1o tecill-
tate their use, The portlon of the
EPA web sile or the Paper & Other
Web Coating Flule and for the rule's
implameniation materials s lecaled
at www.epa, govitin'uatw/powcpow-
cpg html. 11 is anlicipaled that, whan
finalized, ihe rule and the Imple-
mentztion materiale can be down-
lzaded from the web sie

A simidsr efiort to develop imple-
meniation materials invalved the
EPA and the aerospace Indusiry
sgvaral years ago in responss o oa
néw fule reducing HAP amissons
Iriem agrospace manwtacharing and
rework oparations, Indicalions are
thal thosa malerials heve bean of
considerable help. Downloads of the
implemantation materials far the
Asrgapace Fule have puf that rules
web aite on the EPA's list of (i jop 50
downloaded siles nearly every
monih during 1908 and 18909,
Owvarall, the EPA wab site pages ged
rowagiihy B0 millian has par monih,

In addition, the EPA held a
stmhhodder meating on December
12, 2000 in Ressarch Triangle
Park, Morth Caroling lor those
intargsted |0 the Papar & Other
Wb Coaling RAule, Basides having
proviced a forum for allecied par-
flzs 1o ask quesbons rolalod to T
rule, the mesting offered anothar
banafil. Reviawing the quaestions
that cama wp during tha maaling
willl b halpiul bo highlighl the pars
al tha rula thal may be unclaar
Such areas miay gal added ampha-
s N 1he implemeniation materals
in arder 1o feduce fthe chance of
misundersiandings aboul whal fha
regulation reguires. Dne aread
whorn some uncortainly axisied
prior 1o ihe siakeholder measting
had to do with Texible packaging
manufaciurers covered by the
“Printing & Publishing Matlonal
Emission Standards for Hazardous
Alr Pollutants,” which was issuad
by the agancy in 1886 Exacily
whial, il any, now regquiremants may
atfect those lacilities because o



the new Papar & Other Weab
Coating Rule was not entirely clear
prior to the December 12 staks-
holder mesting.

Mumafous organizations are
working chosely with EPA and with
each other 1o develop implemeanta-
thry materlals for the Paper & Other
Web Coaling Rule, Those organiza-
tisns include the Pressure Sensithe
Tape Councid, the Mational Paini &
Coalnga Association, the Amaroan
Foreat & Paper Association, the
Serepnpeinting and Graphic Imaging
Agsasiation, the Graphic Aris
Technical Foundatian, the Flelo-
graphe: Technical Association and
i Granure Association of America.
FPA will condinues 1o work wilh these
othier groups 1o help shape the new
EFA ruile,

Our new U5 President will be
faced with many [Esues, and many

of those issues have an anyir:
cnmeantal componani - climata
change, intarnational trade, geneti-
cally-modified food, atc. But envi-
ronmeantal professionals agrea that
one cartainty s that the Amercan
public will continue to demand &
cleaner emironment. So the chal-
lenge faced by industry lo stay
abreast of the new epvironmental
regulations is not expecied to
agbate. That may be especially trus
for this indwstry In particular, since
figxible packaging manufacturers
are blessed to be in a growing
industry, ripe with exciting new
product innevations, Environmeantal
Commiitess ai trade associations
hawe proven 1o be critical In assur-
ing that the EPA develop realistlic
regulations {hat improve the envi-
ranmant, yel allow companies

lo prosper =
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